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EMO ANNOUNCES HURRICANE AWARENESS WEEK 2011
Last week, the Minister of National Security, the Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief, CPM, JP, MP, convened a meeting of the Emergency Measures Organization (EMO) in order to be briefed on the relevant EMO agencies’ preparations and plans for the 2011 Atlantic Hurricane Season which commences June 1.
"All agencies reported on their readiness to meet the challenges posed by a hurricane and I was pleased to note an Executive well versed in the protocols and practicalities of hurricane relief in Bermuda," Minister Perinchief said. 

The EMO Executive also considered the results of a commissioned survey post- Hurricane Igor which indicated areas of concern and commendation from residents. "We will continue to improve our communication in the run-up to any storm and ensure that reliable, clear information is provided in the aftermath of significant weather events. Our media team will be meeting to address these issues," the Minister continued.
The EMO, in conjunction with the Bermuda Weather Service and BAS-Serco Ltd., is pleased to announce Hurricane Awareness Week May 9 through 13, 2011, and encourages all sectors of the community to be fully prepared for hurricane season. In light of last year’s enhanced Atlantic hurricane activity and the specific impact of Hurricane Igor, it is important to continue the successes in disaster preparedness that Bermuda already achieves. 
“We must never forget the tragedy of Hurricane Fabian in 2003, and should learn from our experiences to ensure that lives are protected, as we also focus on the security of property and livelihoods. We cannot prevent the approach or onset of hurricanes, but we can become more resilient by reducing our impacts by decreasing vulnerability and raising preparedness against this potentially deadly hazard,” Minister Perinchief advised.

The Bermuda Weather Service has prepared a number of Public Service Announcements for display via the website www.weather.bm.

 By clicking the Hurricane Awareness Week icon on the main page, users can view and listen to exhaustively prepared video presentations online. Presentations include information on BWS and EMO operations, Watches, Warnings and Threat criteria, Preparedness Planning and specific hazards associated with hurricanes.
The EMO wants to ensure that every resident of Bermuda is prepared in the event of an emergency. In the event of an emergency the EMO is enacted and will keep the public informed as information is available. 

The public is reminded that EMO is the OFFICIAL source for Government information during an emergency.  The EMO website www.emobermuda.com operates in conjunction with the Government’s emergency radio station 100.1 FM and represents one of the two locations for OFFICIAL INFORMATION disseminated to the public by the Government of Bermuda. Information on this page is designed to prepare you for what to do before, during and after a storm.

For weather updates go to The Bermuda Weather Service at www.weather.bm and the US National Hurricane Center website at www.nhc.noaa.gov.
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